tanner.com/Travel/lreland/Ireland. htashdwww.danrruth-
tanner.com/Travel/Wales 2010/Wales 2010.Honklide shows, etc.

SR
2y

We vacationed in Ireland and Wales May 22 to June 30. Swrfite.danruth-

Youbve seen plenty of poinsettias so instead
yard, so to kickoff our 2010 HolidayLetter h e r audpsackcolored hibiscus. It never

grew more than a foot high in a pot in Massachusetts, but here it todikdxddioms year

round. This photo was taken December 22, 2009.

We ended our 2009 Holiday Letter with the December 19 wedding of our friends Chris &
Luidmila. This one begins witbur 2010 Christmas celebrations

We had the Wilsons over @hristmas Eve
for agift exchangeRuth and | gave each
other one gift each; something the other wa
known to have wanted. That was a silver
necklace charm in the shapetloé island of
Dominica for Ruth and an underwater caseg
of our digital camera for Dan. We gave a
number of gifts to others. To us, nothing
says AChristmas pre
engine for a Ilittle

his. It has voices,

horns, siens and

other sounds and

an extending latter and it moves forward and back under its

own power. He kept waking up all that night wanting to play

withitt And hereds a toy our dog want e
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Christmas Day, Ruth made a biturkeydinnerfor the Wisons,Nathalie Ferrolher son
Mervin St. Luce& his wife Esthefrom the village of Paix BouchélildrethWilson,
Esther, and Nathalie each brought a dish. The children present were Chelsi, Si8eikana,

Tyreese Wilsor& 1-yearold Miguel St. LuceWe @ known Nathali@nd Mervin since

1987, and they visited us in MA when Mervin was 13.8&HEsther married on ou58

anniversary, March 3, 2008. Miguel was born on December 9 that year. Not everything

her e 1 s o tmelfVeraim shared goadhnewsle 6 | | be a datctoral ce
McGill University in Montreal, witha job(He got hi s master 6s degree
the Univ. of the West Indies in TrinidgdHe left for Canada on January 12.

Ruth also made Tyreese a fireman quilt (above) arder8eikana a bed quiltlow).

;;;;;;
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All of her quilts are in a slideshow atvw.darruth-tanner.com/Needlework_Art/album/

FloraThereds no end to the ediibdaeAfewlyearat s gr o wi
ago we made a list of the ones that we knew and could identify. There were some 85

plants on our list. We knew that wiei dkmawtthem all, and we still hear of some that

grow in places we havenodot bememenhittingthen Dece mb
branche®f a tree with long poles. | asked Herry what they were gathering and he went

and got one of the fruit and gave it to me.
Pati os f or StévesHillesaydiislpgabauwiga.l t 6s poi sonous.

It 6s not a ipie(eft);and orathelright dweet pea pretty climbing pea
with fragrant lavender flowerand toxic(unfortunately)peas There are also edible pois

sauvage (wild peas), d bea with a largedlaweributnoPat oi s, a
useful peas. When you look at any pea flower closely it resembles a bird with fanned out
tail, hence the name fipeacocko. Obscure fact

The SeaThere must have been a fierce storm far out at sea, because on Decen8ter 28
our sea surface was calm, and the weather warm and bright, but the sea swells, and thus
the waves breaking on the reef, were huge. When the swells hit the rocks in our view they
send up huge spray plumiesea firework§ and we can hear the surf up aur diill.

Bl ue Moon on Nkerewdseabluednoon BrvTaursday as New Year's Eve,

the first time since 1990 that a blue moon has coincided with New Year's Eve. A blue
moon, popularly defined as the second full moon in a calendar month éhe me r 6 s
Almanacdefines a blue moon as the fourth full moon in a season), occurs only every 2%
years on average. In 2009 full moons occurred on December 2 and December 31. An
astronomer, David Reneke, frohustralasian Sciencmagazine, said it was rare for the

event to land on New Year's Eve, and it would not happen again until 2028. Other blue
moons will occur August 2 and 31 2012 and July 2 & 31, 2015. Folk singer/songwriter
Geoff Bartley www.geoffbartley.cor a fiiend of ours, wroteand recorded Bl ue Mo o n
on New Yeards Eveo sever ahewgramenentafigjon and hap
his new CD released in December 2009nadled him and told him about there being a

bl ue moon t his Ne woidea!But lbeuusedthecfacthiiHe 6 d h ad
promotional mailings and kindly sent us a CD. Knowing obscure facts can pay off!

Codicil to fAAut o (Reepeaioruri m 0MEmiHwilciadday Lett e
that | went to use the car early in the dayNewY e a r 6,Dec&mber 31. When |
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pressed the brake pedal down it went to the floor! It turns out that the guy who repaired

our axle seals reassembled the |l eft rear whe
brakes to their limibf travel The result was #t the wheel cylinder piston eventually

passed its normal travel limit and its hydraulic seal popped out of the cylinder. | figured

|l 6d need to get r epl atcaadhmadé& naphatingtdsve (fitht t he en
downthills, dropoffs, & hairpins) to Portsmouth for repairs.

Ne w Y e ayJansaryll &ad a typicalfor Dominicai event in the morning: The

electric power went out. That happens a lot here, and the next most common utility

outage is fApipe wat er 0. ephitalinetorthe leodse actogs t hat |
the road and shut t he potebouse antl fellpeople, but he US t
not here. People here are used to interrupte
The outage lasted about 3 hours. Fortunately, wer endt doing a | oad o1
machine has a memory, though), using the braaller (no memory), the computer

(except to stream music; the silence alerted us to the outage), or eventh®@™We post ed

a log of utility and service outages for the iyatithe end of letter.

The day was cooland raiiyfk eeping us from doing our tradit
version of aBostonianL Street Brownie plunge into the Atlanti/e also had songood

luck We 6d been sear chi ng f onorttbdowngtarsiverandd. e t o A cCr
Our neighbor James Durban, a Dominican whood
retiring back here is building his house off
year ago and there was a fire. He had tiles forus.yito r e whol e and we di dn

drive to Roseau (3 hour rowtdp) to get them, and whole tiles take about-timed the
time to set in as crazyling with broken ones. His misfortune was our good luck.

Jan. DinneroutWe pl anned t o o&Veaithdianerat Lélldambesue ar 0
restauranin Picard, near Portsmoutbinfortunately, Ruth had an upset stomach. So, we
decided to have our®of the month dinner there instead. (We were married on'{tod 3

the month.) But we did it on the Saturday #i& because Le Flambeau had arranged a
party for over 100 new Ross University students on th&s8od thing too, because the

Api pe wa 1 drovedto Forsimduth tivice on th& Because earlier | went and had

the oil & filter, transmission fluigind engine coolant changed there that morning.

First Ocean Swim of 2010n the ¥ of January
we finally took our first dip in theocean of the
year. The sea looked very calm in Calibishie ba
from our veranda, so that afternoon we went to
Woodford Hillbeach. There, the tide was high
and the waves big; so big that they knocked Ruth
down three times. The water was saltier than
usual too, it seemed to us. But the water was
warm. We could see new sand piled on the bea
and the normally sandy bottom hadgpesed
rocks, so it was clear that the prior storm and bi
waves had deposited fresh bottom sand onto the beach. At least | got to try out the
Christmas present Ruth gave me, the waterproof bag for our camera.

The 2 holiday of 2010Ne w Y e ar o sy Jabuary 1 wab a holilay of course. But
Dominica declares additional holidays at the drop of a hat. The Prime Minister designate
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(the Prime Minister, effectively reelected)
December 18 2009 election declared Manday January 4, 2010 would be Inauguration

Day and a national holidait also pushed school4start after the Christmas vacation

back a day. But unlike a snow day in the US (which | explained to Chelsi), no day was

added at the end of the school year.

Landscaping is progressingHerry and | got 18 fence posts footed into concrete and set
on January 5. We need to put in three more and put up the fence and make two gates; one

from our southeast corner to the road (the shortcuetoHy & Hi | dandéat h6s hous
Simeonds shop) and another in the northwest
vegetable garden and bean vines. This wil!/l b
Wedre waiting for an estimat e fawimg)avd ought i r o

north (driveway facing) sides. Then we can let our dogs run in the yard safely. And the
only thing left to do will be to finish a sidewalk around the house.

The cashew treestarted blooming on January 6. They fill the air with sweet perfume.

Webooked our vacation( You may ask, #ALiving in Dominica
on January 9. We3dags imnpireland anél dayg in\Wates Also enn d

January9w e s a w -Bfil B L.nRefey to our 2009 Holiday Letter wtvw.danruth-
tanner.com/Tanner_Family/Documents/Holiday_Letter 2009 ke escaped her cruel

owners for a bit and she naturally ran right to our house for some love & kindness.

We love it when a fisherman comes up the road iebter to sell. Ruth had planned a

fish dinner on January 11, but that sure changed in a hurry. He had 6%4 pounds at EC$10
(US$3.72) per pound. But he had no other customer, it was getting dark, andéhe was

long way from home & he had no refrigeration. We got the lot for EC$50. We cooked

them all, had with our garden lima beans & French fries, and put aside the meat from the

ones we didnodét eat for a yummy | obster sal ad

Eating well and healthilhere costs so little! This past week | purchased liousse
(delicious white flesh fi stepoughfordlwere as fol d w
dinners,and had them cleaned for EC$7 (\233). We were given as many pink
grapefruit as I could carryintw s hopping bags, and a Ahando e
bananas, and a chicken. We bought two large shopping bags of oranges for EC$20

(US$7.44).

Herry and Ifenced half the yardon January 12. Those were the unseen south and west

sides, using chain link to kpeur dogs in and the neighborhood goats, dogs, and

chickens out. Also, | got an estimate to have the scenic north (driveway) and east (road)

side walls we made topped by wrought iron fencing within two weeks. The estimate

came in at half what those gondsDragon estimated for a PVC picket fence after
tripling the salespersonds quote. (Gonif 1is
the shadowy borders of illegality and/or impropriety, and gets away with it.)

There was a horriblearthquake in Haiti on January 12 and we received numerous

messages frompep | e concer ned natinothea Dommisan ReBublic, we 6 r e
which shares the northwest Caribbean island of Hispaniola with Haitve 6 r e f ar t o t
south and east in the Eastern Caribbean, ov@dKid (750 mi) awayn Dominica.We

didnét even feel that quake.
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We felt an earthqualigerelast year We startedfollowing the online public seismic
network which wrotei De c e mb e r
an active month in the vicinity of Morne Au
Diables. Our new rtevork recorded more
than 300 seismic events, 174 of which we
locatable. Four were tectonic and 1W@re
v ol can o Calibishie,tweedc wé live
i's just above the w
mapo6s | owe rBefore vgetbaught
our land here, we werempted by a plot
with a spectacular view in Capuchin, whic
is obscured on the map by all that red!

We felt anotheron Sunday, January 24:
According to the Public Seismic Network:
Magnitude 5.1 EARTHQUAKE
GUADELOUPE REGION, 2010 January 24 22:43:23 UTazhtion 15.953°N,
60.984°W 80 km (50 miles) E of BASSEERRE,
Guadeloupe 85 km (55 miles) NNE &OSEAU,
Dominica Depth 67.9 km (42.2 miles) Quake was
felt in Portsmouth and CalibishiBominica is the
island just below the s"t
Domni cads northeast coas

A depressin@fteithought about the Haiti quake:
Most Dominicans believe
wrath on Haitians for practicing Voodoo. (They
didndét get the idea fr o«
that the Catholic Archbhop of Haiti, aid workers,
andinnocentchildren were killed. No matter that

t here havendt been quak

ies where

Christians are killed by another religious majority.
No matter that Christianity was the religion forced
on slaves brought to Ha#ind Voodoo is a manifestation of African religion.

| took two pretty pictures moments apart on our veranda on January 21:
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Also the same day we received méneee medical care this time for Ruth. She had some

gastric distress, not unusual since her 2@@Bbladder removal. The hospital in Marigot

was quickest and closest. She was seen by the nurse immediately, but had to wait a bit

over 2 hours to see the doctoonly because there had been a school bus accident and he

had to see six children and thever (no serious injuries) first. Ruth received treatment

and four prescriptionof free. We had to purchase 4 Bx at a pharmacy, but only

because the hospitalds pharmacy was out of i
happened oneyeartoe day after Barak Obamads first fu
The US doesndt even have the crappy sausage
and (this could only happen in the USA!) Massachusetts elected a new senator whose

campaign promise was kill any health care bill.

Herry & | finished our chain link fence on January. @6 the 27thValt James and his
crew came to install theecorative fence and gateb e dnade for usitless than half of

z

what a vinyl fence from Dragon would have cdsie fence keeps our dogs in and the

local dogs & goats out. It wasmpleted th@8". T h a t égeodreighbor James

Durbandéds house behind them up our bdriveway.
lived in Canada the last 30 years amdow retirig i b a c k  hlidagartmemse 6 | |

atop his house for his childrétheir familiestov i s i t . Hebés a great neig

We saw our friend Simon on February 2 and recesaade great newsNo one in his

immediate family was killed or hurt in the Haiti qual&mon was a laborer on our house

and also did some work for us afterwards. He has auto maintenance skills and | was able

to refer him to a job here. Hebs been wor kin

Mathilda arrived for her visit on February 4. On Februarhé and Ruth and | went out
_ for brunch to River
& . Rushwww.river-
rush.comfor my 69"
birthday, which was
on Monday, February
8. While we were
there Mathilda made
ra nice fAsk
some of its scenery.

Backathomeve had some birthday c dbigthddyor me and f
belatedyand t hat night the girls filetd me watch
would win, but | have to give the Saints credit for a great victory. My New Orleans

relatives (numeraaicousins) certainly were pleasélat hi | dads sketch 1 s be
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We also took Mathilda exploring
during her visit. We went to see the
garden at Silks and to tour the Carib
Territory one dayl was fortunate to
get .

this

shot of a hummingbirdAnotherday

a Napier ds desaneeh Mat hi l
macro
. Close
ups of
very
tiny

ff 00w n i

‘ { ~°.' ) _V S i
hermit crabsThey sure are cute! Of course, they find
every tiny auger shell, preventing Ruth from using the

in the jewelry she likes to mak8lide showswww.danruth-tanner.com/Silk$or Silks
andwww.danruth-tanner.com/Carib_Territory

Mathilda also took my new
favorite shot of Ruth. This is at
Napier 6s Wilkh,t e
with the Red Rocks behind he
A little story about what | call
then Domi ni can : d
Here in the § world the
products that China (mostly)
sells are inferior in gradie but
affordable to most. Ruth
noticed a small leak in our
powder room comingrom the
angle valve that feeds the toilets
tank. | tried to tighten it a bit,
and the leak became a stream.
Now, t her e 6-6ff other than thé main. So haalled a local plumbgty [

favorite New Yorker cartoon shows a man inpi€ce suit goig up the walk to his house

and seeing a plumberés panel truck in his dr
God, | et her Db éwohdarediwhatthegplinmbarfwbdull find and charge
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us. He came, found the problénthe angle valve had aacki and charged me EC$40.
That 6s US$14.92 and it included both his | ab
Dominican difference: Shoddy imported products and very cheap labor, even skilled.

A Domi ni c aWe aBokestowdhat seemed a hazy sky on
Februay 12, and then noticed that there was a heavy coating
white dust everywhere. We suspected it could be volcanic as
| checked the web.

Sure enough, the ash dome on the Montserrat volcano of 19¢
has blown 9 miles into the air about 12 hours eaalnel some 80
miles awayHere it is on a car in the next yahideo (30 sec.,

by Mathilda) www.danrruth-tanner.com/Videos/2010_02_12_volcanic_ash.AVI

Also thatdayw went to Brenner 6s FAvVidesofthedattert o t he ¢
is at www.danruth-tanner.com/Videos/2010_02_12_ Cold_Soufriere.A8lsec.)He r e 0 s

a still phot of the falls For a slide show of Brenng&rs
Falls, sirf to www.danruth-tanner.com/Brenner_Falls/

For Carnival Ruth, Mathilda and | and Chelsi went to
Roseau we took in Carnival activities two days and a
night, and also strolled to the Botanical gardens and dro
up toTrafalgar and Victoria Falls. T h e r €amival a
slide show atvww.danruth-tanner.com/2010_Carnival
CarnivalwasgreatAnd t her eds a sl i :
& Victoria Falls atwww.danruth-tanner.com/Trafalgar_and_Victoria_Fall&hd a slide
showof the Botanical Gardens at www.danruth-tanner.com/Botanical _Gardens/

Saturday, February 20 was a special surprise day for Mathllda Her best friend and former
college roommate mm a c

Sarah arrived to
stay until the day
(March 4) that =~ ==
Mathildawill
depart. Her arrival i = -
was a secret W& ?" S,
lots of our friends " )
in the villagekept N o=
carefully. Ruth .
sngped this photo as Mathilda first glimpsed Sarah. The next day we went to Batibou
Beach along with our friend and neighbor Seron.

On February 24 we drove them around as much of Domlnlca as we could cover in a day.

_-'d'::'-' % That included the Emerald %
2 % “4 Pool, where | got this shot &
7 r ‘ﬁ~

% of three monkeys.

. March 1 was a retktter
day: They began to grade
our 5Qyear old road in
prep to a longpverdue,
much needed rpaving.
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Our 37" wedding anniversarywas on Wednesday, March 3.
We celebrated by taking
Mathilda and her friend
Sarah out to dinner with us
at Beau RiveAnother
guest watched us dinbut 3
he dined on insects who ventured to near ta him
(Surf to www.beaurive.con) We had tomato tart
appetizers, coconut chicken with breadfruit garnish
entrée (Mathilda, a vegetarian had a veggie plate)
and fruit crumble with ice cream dessand coffee

& tea The ambence was wonderful, with soft jazz playing and jasmine scent
occasionally wafting througiMathilda & Sarah departed Dominica the next day.

Anot her great thing about our anniversary da
must purchase an unneedeéats module.) TurboTax elme to file our US income taxes

electronically using the info in mail forwarded to us by our best friends Roger & Rita. It

took only a few minutes and we receive as a refund every cent that had been withheld

from Rut hopay(nmorethadbeemmtinheld from my Social Security payments).

T h at 0 gorthe fgshtime in our lives we paid not one red cent to the US or any state
intaxes’sAnd, thereds no pDomipiaindome tdx oixus. Aileordy, and n
tax we @id is the valueadded tax (VAT) that everyone legrays on their utility bills and
storepurchased goods (which we minimize by buying produce in the villsge). di d n 6t

pay for heating oil or have to shovel snow either. Retired life in Dominica is great!

The same day | also learned howetmable streaming video®f rightsprotected stuff to

a nonrUS location. Go tavww.anchorfree.corand download the free HotSpot program.
It provides a virtual private network BN) connection making your PC appear to be US
based. HeIIo NBA NFL, & MLB games, decent TV shows and Netflix!

Mathilda made amuralon a space weod
on our veranda wall for her to do that. It is the

Emerald Pool, with her own framing of chenille,
anthurium, heliconia and hibiscusth a humming "
bird. Sheé6l |l add | izar ds
Webve seen hummi rSgelasor d s
made a mural dBob Marley with the Dominican & :
Jamaican flags for our friend & neighbor Seron. 1

We celebatedT S 6 "sbirtfiday a day early on Sunday, March 7. Ruth made a cake and
- we gave him a #fj | : ]

l | featuring animal and numerals
| instead of spotthat Mathilda had
| gottenfor himin New York City.

We 6 d b e e rdrodglat,\83 n g
days without rai. It was great for
Mat hildads visit,
& peopleonrainwater. Dominica has more water than other islandsvassdending
water to St. Lucia. On March 8 the drougbipeared to break, but it was only a tease

reserved

“for farm
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As of March 14, we were badan drought. We went to Paix Bouche to celebrate our

friend N&ihrat h ¢®y, 540ctually on March 15. Webd
and she and her oldest son Mervin, then 13, once visited our former home in Westboro

MA. Mervin and Esther married asur 34" wedding anniversary and have a little boy,

Miguel, 15 months old, now. Mervin is currently earning a doctorate in Montreal.

Nat h a'lané 3 soysLreg and Javon live in NY City and are friends of our

daughter MathildaOn Monday, the 2% and later we finally got significant rainfall.

We addedsea Fans Apartmento the Calibishie Coast web site on March 15. Surf to
www.calibishiecoast.com/en/wheretostay.htm

We sawmother & calf humpback whales
jumping on March 18. We watched from our
veranda. Cool! It looked like thigl nearly wrote
AWe saw whales jumping
you could ask how they got onto our veranda in t
first place.The photo is stock, from the &3. | was
not quick enough to grab our camera & anyhow it
telephoto isndét that p
like the photo because the ocean was just as cal
and flat that day. Ruth spotted them as we lunche

Si me o ff bithdag WasSaturday March
20. (Last year everyone, including Simeon,

. thought his birthday was March 21, but he took
a look at his passport.) As usual, Ruth made a
1 cake for himFifty or more relativesame by

& on Sunday, so we gave him his card and cake
on Monday His daughter ander progenywill
come from Guadeloupe on Easter Monday to
also celebrate his birthday, and those children
will enjoy the cakeSimeon is amazing! He

hurt his knee and put WD40 on it!

While the health care bN/l/as in partlsardebae in the USA, | again becae the

beneficiary of thdree health care system in DominicaAn article on MSNBC.conold

about potential side effects (muscle loss, liver &or kidney problems) associated with the
80mg daily dose of Zocor that | take to maintain a healthy LDL cholé$teed. |

contacted a doctor friend who advised me to cut my dosage to 40mg and get a fasting full
lipid blood test. It turns out that | can get that test any Monday, in Marigot a half hour
drive away, for free.

We sawFluffy again after about 6 months anhe came flying and joyously dancing

into our house on March 22. Hedd been held c
owners (who wrongly believe we had anything to do with their arrests on drug charges)

since the past Septlgnadleeted.andie again spegtdnours been b a
removing mats in his coat using scissors, and bathed him. His owner is mystified why

Fluffy runs from him and why he comes to us
about kindness, but he wishes not to hear.

nda. o0 Th

| ooked
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From ou veranda on March 2Bsaw asperm whalein the Atlantic.
Ruth missed seeing it because her back wastoth& sea. y 6 r e
to spot because of their distinctive 45° blow spout. It looked like th
image from the Web. (Again, no time to grab the canaad,
anyhow, our telephoto isnodot t
heading west, towards Dominic
the females and calves stay yeaund. This is the time (Marebune)
that the bulls come through the area to matkew hours later
Hildreth & | saw another, and again unfortunately Ruth had her ba
to the sea at the instant.

Webdbve been healthy here, |l osing fat
foods. So much of the food in the US is fattening, heahealthy

crap loaded wh sugar, saturated fats and trdats, and sodium. And

the new scandal is that much of it is counterfeit; not really what it is
claimed to be, from where itds said
Her evisisnotwh at Mi chel angel oékeonfiDavi do \
American fast food.

A drought that began in Januagndedwi t h a vengeance on April 9.
so dry hee, and some published accounts called this the driest spell since 1980. The

farmers took it on the chin, many losing up to 60%hefrtincome. There was always
sufficient water for domestic consumption in
| east mist and clouds trapped in Dominicads
was lots of cracked earth and blowing dust. Folksantank water had been trucking

their supply ini at considerable costfor about two months.

Prompted by9gearo | d Si meonds |l onging rewduni scence 0
fresh-water snailg | went to the Chaudiere River on April 16 to gathensoAt one

spot they were in a frenzy (as much of a frenzy as snails get into) and were clustered

three or four deep | raked them out of the water onto the flat top of the rock with both

hands. On the way home | stopdedabaheGeddi st
pounds! Simeon only took two ladles of them for broth. By the way, he says that local

doctors used to prescribe that broth for nursing mothers. | gave the rest to Hildreth.

(Note: This is a story that | 6m ent
excuse changes in tens@j April 19 n themorning we heard noise

from the bay. Therevereroadblocks an@ demonstration going on

Five spotsin main roadnear the Black Pearl Snackette, by the post

office, by the bus sip, by the bridge between the @Gashie Ridge

and John the Baptist Ridge roadad between the Savanne Palille

and Windblow roadsand the end of the John the Baptist Ridge twadibarricades

leaving no passage whatsoever through Calibigbiéhe airport or between Portsmouth &

Marigot. For manythatwasserious, but ther&/asa mob aspect to@ndrum sales near

the barricades naie it worse Policewere on the scene and also a SAT Telecom

cameraman, anditason local newsResidents were concerned about a number of

issues, among theroads, the condition of tigovernment elementaschoolbuilding

and the health centreof leaking Theroadva s nét just a bumpy or tri
vehicles.The footing was bad and older people and schoolchildren were fallinge

government mirgsters showed up that night and the roadblocks were mostly cleared
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away, leaving two partial blockages where only one car at a time couldjyass.

Thursday, April 22 the Prime Minister came to Calibishie and promisedillage

Council EC$250,000 (USK,29) that it could allocate any way it saw fit. It seems that

the money will be spent primarily on the road, as far as it goes. Work was projected to

start on April 30 and could take 6 months or more to complate=riday April 23 |

heard word in the villge that EC$200K (US$73,800), not

EC$250K was promised. And, that people were upset with the

Village Council accepting that amount and deciding how it will

be spent without holding a public meetifpad repair began

on Friday, rAphroi Ifaddésetvilasedumped

along the roadside, and on Tuesday, May 4 (the/&s the first

Monday in May, the May Day holiday) work began to clear the
roaddés gutters. On Friday, May 07
just above our pr Opeenttagod RalegloDavishvéllrowr bor der .
concrete on the steep parts down to the vill
will pour concrete on the steep hills up above. The less steep parts will get macadam

placed by the Dominica Public Works Departimen

On Friday, April 23 Ruth and | were again treated tofssieking
humpback whalesfrom our veranda. Quite a show! One of the pair
stayed stationary and slapped the sea with its tail flukes fifteen time

looked like this photo from the web T

We usel private medicalcareh er e for the first time on Apr.i
details, but noted the following: In this country where medical care is free one can also

go see a private physician. One phone call got us an immediate @nvenience wakk

in appointment. The doctor treated us both for a charge of EC$150 (US$55.35) and our

prescriptions cost EC$33 (US$12.18). Had we
see the doctor and pay-payments of US$25 each and meet a prescriptions deductible.

What 6s more, our Blue Cross/ Blue Shield cove
visits and prescriptions. So, itdéds cheaper a

medicine even without repayment.

Thursday, April 29 saw thigrst paying guest at our S@ Fans Apartment Merritt &

ElizabethWallick have purchased some land up Calibishie Ridge Road. In fact, had we

been able to make the pur chhaweecomeodrd attempt e
neighbors. Merritt was heralone,only four days, to plan #ir house placementle had

a GPS device and we |l earned our altitude. e
bay, but webre at 202 feet.

Big news for the firstweekinMaji her e6s no w;n "*

ATM in Calibishie! There are several here othersin - SRS 51» '/ -
Dominic a , but this oMerldsdd het diesSt-"near| us.
owner Alford Matthew next to it. Beforene hadtogoto ' T

eithera hal f hour 6s dMariga or Partsmouth@
to find an ATM. And then it might not work. The one at the
Marigot credit uniorwas frequently offine and would not

about 5 minuteds drive away
wanted to be at the Marigot credit union in order to deposit to o

Tanner Family Holiday Letter®0www.danruth-tanner.com 13



http://www.dan-ruth-tanner.com/

checking account ther&nd, for safety, to not carry much cash here or keep much at

home In and near Roseabdre aralso severah T Ms but t hat 6s nearly

hal fos drive each way. One doesnod6t want

uninsured accounts here. Mafgnericans write themselves checks on US banks and
deposit them for budget money, but the checks take 4 weeks to clear through the

commercial banks in Portsmouth or Roseau (and it is hard to qualify to have an account

with them) and they take 6 weeks toagléhrough a credit union. And they charge you to

handle the check and donodot give the ful

t o

2.

solution: Get a Schwab account. The required brokerage account does not have to be used
or even hold any money. You getisgkedonl i ne FDI C i nsured checki ni

completely free. You can withdraw local currency from any ATM displaying a VISA

logo. You get the full exchange rate and interest and monthly reimbursement of any fees

charged by the ATMThe only limit ison the withdrawal amount daily, but we got

around that by having three such accounts, one for each of us and one joint. . The ATM at
Portsmouth gave once me a receipt for an EC$1000 withdrawal, but no cash. The bank

said it would take a month to check fbe error, but one phone call to Schwab got the
funds replaced into my account immediately.

It took until late July before th€alibishieATM was hooked and functioning, though.

On Friday, May 7, we had aarth tremor lasting about 10 seconds at ZPM.
According to the Public Seismic Network, it waseof Guadeloupenagnitudes.1, 14
km (9.4 mi)deep at16A 2K, 60°500N. ( Dominica |ies 15A25

On Saturday, May &uth left for the US to get a medical diagnosisOn Monday the
10" we leaned to our great relief thittwas nothing serious only IBS (irritable bowel

syndrome) acting up, probably as a result of her gallbladder removal. So, she can have

fun with friends Roger & Rita, driving around in the Miata, and shopping, etc until she

meets me at JFK Airport on May 21 and we depart for our vacation in Ireland & Wales.

On May 13 Icut the cord with Facebook One only needs real friends who send actual

0N

al
K

7

and

e-mail, write letters,orcall ®e doesnot need to waste ti me.

| left for the US on May 20, stagovernight in NY City and nmeRuth
at JFK Airport on May 21 to leave for Ireland. We arrived in Ireland
on May 22 and stayed until June 21, when we left for a week in W.

at Drwys y Coedthe B&B of our good friendsdm & Jane BownWe s

July 1. We stayed a night at my
lovely restored farmhouse in Asbury fhbt Asbury Park: for a slide
show surf tovww.danruth-tanner.com/Merrill_Creek/and then visited
our friends Roger and Rita in Toms River NJ for 2 nigiite.flew back to Dominica via
San JuafRwith a necessary overnight stay there. We got hion@alibishie on July 4.

Thebadlyer oded | ower part of our road had
now. Another new thing is that we now have a FedExdtibe in the village.

The AThanks of alvisiedahe BrickiNJ VANGIirt whidennoNJ in
order to get a blood cholesterol test so that a physician friend who worksmafor the
VA could access the resultsine andrepr escr i be medi cati on
At the VA Clinic in Worcester MA | used to be able taliwin and get the test; but not in
NJ. Despite my telling the doctorwho wore a headcarfi why | could not be there
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except for the one daghe insisted that | had to get an order for the test on another day,
wait a week for, and then come back aweekt er t o get the results.
identity from her inquisitions. Mgoctorfriend was appalled. 6 m a Navy veteran
serviceconnected disabilityThe VA, in my opinion,sucks.

Excellent Veterinary Service:lnexpensive, tod costing onlyabout US$60. In miduly

we figured out why Ranger (10% years old at the time) sometimes did not eat. His teeth

and gums were hurting him. Despite RuthoOos <ca
least weekly, he had developed periodontal diseaseatitothave 8 teeth removed; all 4

of his small front upper ones, 2 of his small lower ones, and one behind each of his lower
canines. Dr. Reginald Thomas, who is also Do
for the Ministry of Agriculture and who graaisly licensed Ranger and Lyla for import

to Dominica gratis, did the work at his office in Roseau. Ranger is fine now and no

longer suffering oral pain.

OnJuly29 Mathilda began hernewcareer She | eft Chil mark Potter
Vineyard headed forAghvi | | e NC where shedll establish &
boyfriend, will join her when the pending sale of his Brooklyn NY property is complete.

On August 5 our friend Hildrethoés & Herryos
1% grandchild an 84b baby boy that she named Dant

Warranty? WOrAprd 28 | Holght t PUR faucetount water filter at

Jamesd Store opposite Ross University outsid
filter cartridge, | paid the equivalent of US$63, ab@z times what the price would be

in the US. We used it for two weeks, and then Ruth left for the US. We returned on July 4

and one week later, on July 11, the plastic filter split open and began to spray water

around the kitchen. PUR is a Proctor ananBke company, and the box insert stated that

the product had a-year warranty. | returned it to the store, which had no replacement

and would not give me my money back. They told me that the proprietor had bought it at

retail on St. Martin and the most beuld do is return it to the retail store there when he

next makes a trip there, and if the store gi
call mei fat chance. So | tried contacting P&G via its web site; not an easy thing to do.
Incidentally, thePUR package insert also stated that one could register for the warranty

via the web site, but that turns out to bgossible; P&G later told me s@.hat begs the

guestion why did they not post a notice rather than just letting those that tried reeeive 40

file not found.) P&G-n@bwapamegnihglessPR statamerd e t o n
to the effect that they were sorry we had a bad experience and that other customers were
satisfied. It took me severraail exchanges with the same PR person beforeldl gt

her to understand that we dondét | ive in the
Then she sent anraail instructing me to contact the P&G office in my country, and that

| could find it on the P&G web site. She should have checked firselfieNot only is

there no P&G office in Dominica, there is none in any country with a name beginning

with the letter D. | wrote back informing her that P&G had been to Dominica once, when

it purchased the local Refresh Soap Company and promptly shutritldging off all

100 employees; a major blow to this small, poor nation of 70(0®@ote to P&G about

it at the time but never received a repR&QG currently makes Refresh elsewhere and

markets it as a Palmolive siband. | also scanned and sentimgr J ames 6 St ore r e
and an explanation of how to convert EC$ to US$. She responded by offering, as a one

time gesture, within two week® send coupons for two replacements to a US address if
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| could give her one. | had her send the couggori®goger& Ri t a. Theyol | get &
a metal replacement unit. Wedoll have to pay
pay duty. Some warrantyh my opinion,P&G is a typical arrogant US corporation. The

US Supreme Court haschaoaledntimakei tnhiami iédep
donations, the same as a person!

Critters: We live in the tropics and people often write asking about what critters we get

in the house. Field mice may enter but can be trapped or poisoned. Locals leave out a

dish of flourmixed with cement. When a mouse eats it and then drinks it forms concrete

in its digestive tract and the mouse dies. The same would be true of a rat, if we had any.

The main thing is to ensure never to leave edible trash around and to cover & protect all

food or keep it in the refrigerator or freezer. We puv@dletable matter trash into a pit (it

does not smell and eventually composts). We put glass & metal trash out for collection,

after washing it. We burn all burnable trash. Animal matter trash egt®flocal dogs

(not ours) or tossed into the sea (if 1tdos f
youbre scrupulously clean and take the afore
edible. In addition you can put roach poison in remote corBeitshe best protection

against all insects and spiders too is simply to buy a box of borax and sprinkle it around

in the backs of cabinets, drawers and shelves. It destroys their exoskeletons. The borax is

also useful as a household cleanser and lavmgter. The attic must be sealed or bats

will roost in it. One even took to roosting behind one of our oil paintings. We released it

several times and covered the back of the painting it had been cling to with plastic, but it

liked the place and returnetlinging to the wall instead. | had to killiita shame

because it would eat insects at night. We di
and crawl on the walls or ceilings but they are cute, harmless, never come into contact,

and eat bugs. Spideesat bugs t oo, but dewthat énterNo,weé e and |
dondt have snakes i ndpoisonoss speCias andtheyararafelpa s onl y
even seen, unless you raise chidlemd crabs may enter the house and will take refuge

in dark @rners behind things. They can be swept out. One became stuck behind the

propane tanks in our garage and expired. | smelled it and brushed it out. Flies can be kept

away by wiping countertops down with bleach. Fans and/or the trade wind keep

mosquitoesawa. We have a mosquito net we dondét bo
have screendVe treat our dogs against fleas, ticks and internal parasites. The most

important against the latter is to segregate our dogs from local ones, because they always

have paasites. And, we inspect our dogs daily when we comb ti@monly other

living things that we battle againsire mold &mildew. Things must be dusted, washed

and/or kept perfectly dryAny items containing flour must be kept in the refrigerator. We
sprayaround our foundation against ants and never leave food, including sugar, out. Our
house is concrete block, other waream wedd have
impossibility hereAs to garden pests: we have to spray against caterpillars andtput ou

slug trapsNow you know.

Home Improvements: The concrete walk around the house is finished. We replaced a

rotting wooden Awindowod in our | aundry room
keep the laundry room dry. All of the decorative/protectivevirank is done, and painted

with proper priming so that the enamel wonoét
facing end of the kitchen veranda |l anding so
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We 6 v e d oupen paiingavhere projects had mestangs up a bitWe 6 v e
added sturdy shutters that swing up.

Fril3Augiwhi ch woul d have *lhirthdayi beggna babstrilgefr 6 s 9 1

days for infrastructure here.We had a huge lightning strike (lightning rods would not
have helped us becaus$e tstrike was on the power lines, not our hous#)course, the
power company accepts no responsibility,

they declinemy damage claim.

Anyhow, on 13Aug we lost electrical power for about an hour. But more importantly, the
surge blew out the USB header on my PCOs
my wireless router. | took my modem to Portsmouth on Mon 16Aug te ihaested at

the phone company office, but they told me no technician was there and that one would
be at our house the next détytook the damn serviceman from the phone company until
Wed 18Aug to show up & replace our modem.

| also spent 6 hours atelPC repair shop on Sat 14Aug. Why 6 hours? Because the guy
installed a new motherboard and Windows 7 (I never had any problems with Vista, or XP

cal
l ightning arrestors on the Iines. fAGod hel ps

mo

for that matter) and Office 2007. Il 6d told

done an upgrade, whichowld have preserved myreails, appointments, and most
I mportantly, my contacts. But no. He did
reasoning was that most Domini cbhbasedmad ondt

I know, | know. | used tbe a storage & backup analysthadtwo backups but both
failed. | tried to backup my contacts from my PDA only to learn that it only had names

and phone numbers,neder e sses on i t. |l next tried Mozy,

2008. | dnol edntdcte® NMozyl andgvas told that my account had expired in
April 2010 and had been deleteddbzy never pointed that out at sigp and sent no
reminder or expiration warning. Mozy is an EMC company.

a
bo

The work on the PC cost me EC$750 (US$278). Thend i dndét turn on reli
couldnét get sound out of it, and t he HDMI

monitor background and nothing else (not even the icons on it). The modem cost EC$170
(US$63). A wireless router here costs about EC§200S$76) . And what 0s
|l osing all my contacts, etc? | took the
bootup problem was due to a motherboard that was too slow for my CPU. We changed

it. The sound problem was connectiovi&e fixed that t@. Still no video feed or sound

t

h

f
t

t h

PC

outofthe TV/FMcardAnd, because we dondét print often

we realized that the | ightning also fried

spend US$32 and wait 6 months until our fdgran bring one with them on a visit.

| suppose webre fortunate. Most neighbors

to the strike surge. It was worse the higher up the hill one goes, of course.

The huge amount of rainfall on the™.at first male the pipe water muddy. Then the

intake became clogged, cutting off the pipe water completely. It came on again on Sun
15Aug then went off again and came back on again for a short time Tue 17Aug. Then it
went off again and returned on Wed 18Aug.

Then Thul9 Aug the phone and Internet went down all the way from Calibishie to
Wesley (the equivalent of NY Wash DC).
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Rut hds lwasrAaghst2d.yWe had a great day. Our friends Dawn and Louise

brought flowers. 99/earold Simeon came over with a bottle off@er wine. | took

Ruth, Dawn & Louise to the home of a lady who raises garden flowers so that Ruth could

choose her own birthday presents. We had lobster salad for dinner. We spoke with
Mathildaonthe phonand | earned shedd motheeeryinextday a ni ce

Ruth completed aeat little wall-hanging quilt she calls
AThrough MYin
late AugustAlso the last
weekend in August is always
the Calibishie Village
Festival.Chelsi made a
bunny cakefor the food fair
exhibit. She won a pre for
| it. | was going to enter the
knockout domino
tournament but it turned
rainy and the tournament
was cancelled. We call@dathilda and learned that she had entered the Miller Lite

Rock Girls beauty pageant and won the rouncghe was inS h e 6 | |11 Klider Lite 2 O
calendargirll f she wins a round among the 12 calen

Hurricane Igor slammed Bermuda Sunday, SeptembeXd 8loser than 500 miles from
Dominica it madehuge surfon Wednesday and Thursday, Septembet @ aking
ocean bathing impossible and wighover our main village road along Calibishie Bay.
It hit the Dominican Republiandreceived concernedmail messages from several
friends who still confuse the island of Hispaniola that the Dominican Repullielaiti
share with Dominica where we live some 700 miles away to the southeast.

On Saturday, September 18 we got some wonderful news: Our best friends Roger and
Rita are coming here forae ek vi sit. Theyol |l arrive on Ja

We got a kitten on September 29. She weighed 11 ounSés.

k J disappeared while we ate dinner until Ruth
: found her curled up in the pantry in the

o vacuum cleaner boxlyla is curious and

' Jealous about @ACoco

" blasé.The next day we gav@ocoa bath.

== She had hundreds of fle&Soco took her bath in stride, as if she
' knew we were helping her. The shampoo
| killed the fleas, but we spent a long time
picking tham out of her furusing tweezers
and brushing hetio get dead fleas from her
/ dark fur toher white patches or tummy so tha
we could pICk them off heiThe bath exhausted her and she curle
up in a bowl for a nafShe bonded to us in about 4 dagg.the
end of a week she knew the house well, followed us around and gained 5 ounces to weigh
in at exactly one pounddy the end of a second week, Coco had gained another 6 ounces;
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doubling her weightHe r e 6 s a -seconad kided af heraplaying:
http://www.danruth-tanne.com/2010_10_02_ Coco_playing.AVI

Wedre invited t Barliermothisleteerwe mendoded n g .
Chris & Luidmilabs wedding on 19 Dec
Verdan (she adopted a kitten we found
marrying Avin also on 19 Dec, this
year.

We saw Mel Brooks here! Or, his profile anyhow
(right). October here i€reole Month and on
Saturday the Z3we participated iMarket Day

with a Difference at the Marigot Fishery Complex.
We showed Ranger al&otricksbya

Chelsids dog Lucky. And l'ts by
and Chelsi. There was good food and music, and
crafts on exhibitOn Thursday the 28Mathilda was on Asheville TV, interviewed
about her art, and giving a fapainting exhibition.
Fridaythe 29" wasCreole Night in Calibishie. | did the
flyer for it, but we had to skip the party because we had a
prior dinner engagemertier e6s Chel si i n Creo
Creole Day all the schoolchil dr e

ladies and many of the melness for the occasiofhe

next day, the 30 we felt the effect oFurricane Tomas

which passed about 100 miles south of Dominica after first

% hitting Baibados and then St. Vincent and St. Lucia, where,

sadly 14people were killednd 7 more, includingre American, are missing. And 1200

homes there were destroydle 6r e j ust north of Martinique w
Lucia. St. Vincent is immediately south of St. Ludide were luckyElectric power went

outi but returned within houristhree timesThere was no lightning, fortunately, nor did

the sea flood the village at t hWedddhagve And t h
to take some hanging things down or move other things because of the wind, and there

was a lot of rain. But inside otmouse stayed dry and our rain drainage system worked

well. We lost a young paywaw (papaya) tree and some tall flowers blew over. But the

farmers here lost a lot of banana and planfBirey have shallow rootsa strong man

can shake one down. That cnazovery will take aboud months(instead of the worst

case 8 to 9 because we didndt recdademe t he st
trees came down)

We weigh Coco our kitten on Wednesdays, the day
the week we found her. On Nov 3, Dofinic a 8%s
Independence Daghe weighed 3& (2Ib, 40z). When
we got he35 days earlier she weighedakl We

‘h a e e no

believe shedd not have su , t a
herA week | ater she was ,,11oz. Thatos
guadruple her original weight plus 30z in 6 WgeOn | f

Nov 12, she caugliter 1 mouse Shedés been
practicing on beetles, grasshoppdiards &frogs. e Dhtaeome _‘
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On what would be Thanksgiving week in the USA we did a lot of work here, replacing
shutters on our house. The new ones swing up, providing some $teetigain even

while open and affording us a view of the gr
The same week Chelsi brought home her high school physics lab book with perfect
grades! Il dm so glad | was able to help her w

On November30Mt hi | dads b o ydoldhis®maklynopery. Now mea | | vy
can join Mathilda in Asheville NONe expect certain followap developments.

Lots happened early in DecemberOn December lw/received exciting news. Our dear
friends Tom & Jane from Angkey Wales are on a cruise that will visit Dominica on

January 11. Wedoll see them then. Thatods al so
Roger & Rita arrive here in the early evening foraexk visit.Also that day, Fluffy
showed up at our houseaftabouta8-mont h absence. Hed6d been on

== neglected, as usual. We
e cleaned him up (in our
own interest, because he
comes into our house and
plays with Ranger &
Lyla andhas befriened
o Coco. Heré before and

... after photos.
On December 3we hada nice lobster dinner at the Veranda ViewThe next morning
we thought that tragedy had struck that night A bird had flowninto our househe past
night. Fluffy rushed up and bit it when it landed on the flddrenCoco rushed at it. The
next mornimg it appeared that therd hadpecked Coco's right eye o@trangely, Coco
seenednot to be bothered. We suppdshecould in the futurelevote full attention to
seafood store®But the apparent injury wakeme mbr ane covering her eye

On the 4" we learned that Mathilda did not win the Miller Liter Rock Girl pageant the
night before. A girl named Jennifer won. Later friends Dawn & her grandmother
Louise took us talinner at the Islet View.

On December 5 we helped celebrate@e birthday . ;
The party was nice, but Sheran could
not come from Antigua because she ol

was unable to obtain a passport for _ B osriasiva
her infant son Dante. u shon s st

Ruth made quilts as gifts for Hildreth & Chel¥iou can view all her quilts atww.dan
ruth-tanner.com/Needlework_Art/

You're Invited

10 @ Triple Birthday Party i
Hidiety's SO0, Shenar's 2STh,
& Chelids “Swaet 1000"
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