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Happy Holidays! This year I produced our annual letter on our antique typing 

machine. (A òtypewriteró is its operator.) Itõs supported by Microsoft Word 1890. 

Here are more: www.slate.com/slideshow/arts/vintage-typewriters/#all  

We begin our 2011 holiday letter where we left off in 2010, with our Christmas 

Eve delivery of Ruthõs Christmas cookies to friends and neighbors. On our way we 

also took photos of Verdan with the quilt Ruth made for her and Arvinõs Dec 19, 2010 wedding. 

You can see all Ruthõs needlework art in a slide show at www.dan-ruth-tanner.com/Needlework_Art/  

Hereõre the cookie delivery photos with descriptions below each row from left to right for each row: 

With Verdan and our delivery elves Sheikana and Tyreese, with 92-year-old Simeon our shopkeeper 

neighbor, and with Etta who lives near the water spring and always makes and gives us chocolate. 

With Florence a neighbor up our road, with Josephine also an up the road neighbor and our òegg 

ladyó, and with Dawn who with her mother and grandmother will be building their house nearby. 

Above left is Simeon with a daughter, granddaughter, and great-granddaughter & two grandsons-in-
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law. Center, Ruth presents cookies to neighbors Rita (Herryõs mother) & her daughter Francisca 

(Herryõs sister). And our neighbor, Seron the welder, wanted to show off his gold chain and joint. 

We exchange gifts so kids donõt believe a 

mythical fat man brings them for them to receive 

in an orgy of greed on Christmas morning. 

Sheikana, Tyresse and Chelsi hold their 

favorites, an art set, a racing car, & a trinket box. 

Below, left to right Herry & Hildreth hold their 

hammer drill & vase with artificial flowers. They 

gave us a cute little coffee service set. Nathalie 

holds her quilt picture. The last photo is Ruth with òJointó Durban, our 

neighbor whoõs returning to Dominica from Totonto.  

On December 27 a cruise ship with holiday lights passed by about a dozen 

miles away. It was a pretty sight from our veranda. Meanwhile, the entire 

Northeast and Atlantic Seaboard of the United States was experiencing a 

blizzard. Those poor souls! It was about 80° F here with a pleasant breeze. 

The Internet reported that it was 18° F even as far south as Asheville NC, 

where Mathilda and Pete are, and our friend Rita, who with husband Roger 

from the New Jersey coast wrote that they were experiencing 3-4ft drift ing 

snow, 20° F temperature and 30PMH winds. 

There was a surfing contest in Calibishie at Napierõs White Sand Beach on 

December 28-29 involving clubs from Dominicaõs neighboring Guadeloupe & 

Martinique. There were about 25 surfers in the water and 50 more watching. And 

that night was the holiday party of the Calibishie Baptist Church.  

On New Yearõs Day 2011 we finally exchanged Christmas gifts with our 

friends Dawn, her grandmother Louise, and  her mother Beatrice. Ruth 

gave them (what else?) quilts ð in the form of placemats. They gave us a 

box of chocolates and a bottle-holder from St. Lucia. Later that week we got 

a visit from our friend Biliana and her son (12) and daughter (7). We met 

her in Dominica back in 2004. Sheõs a Bulgarian-born classical violinist 

whose 2nd home was in Cambridge MA, near our then home in Westboro 

MA. Weõd see her perform. She now lives in Berlin, Germany.  

And on January 6 we went to a party at our friend Elizabethõs house. 

On January 11 we met old friends from Wales, Tom & Jane, as they visited 

for the day on the cruise ship Azura. We took them to the Emerald Pool, 

Trafalgar Falls, and Papilotte Wilderness Retreat. It was just wonderful 

seeing them. We had spent a week with them at their B&B in Angelsey in 

June 2010. Here they are with Ruth under a rainbow over the Caribbean. 

 And later that same day, after we saw them back to their ship, we drove 

home and then to Melville Hall Airport to meet our friends Roger & Rita 

who came in from the US for a 2-week visit with us. We took them to 


